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Encouraging coexistence of people and red-crowned cranes
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T o disperse the wintering and breeding sites of the
red-crowned crane in the Tokachi region of Hokkaido,

industry, government, and academia are cooperating through a
variety of measures. The Tokachi River Middle Reaches Citizens'’
Group cooperates with members of the public, including high
school students, to work on the bird’s conservation.
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o disperse the wintering sites of the red-crowned crane,
T we feed the birds dent corn at restricted feeding stations
in the winter. The appearance of concentrations of red-crowned
cranes at feeding stations attracts the attention of tourists from all
over Japan and the world; the birds are therefore valued as
tourism resources. Artificial marshes have been constructed
along rivers by high school students and others, and their use by
the species has been confirmed.
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Red-crowned cranes
at a feeding station

AT EHICHRR U F
Red-crowned cranes
in an artificial marsh
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n the negative side, red-crowned cranes may invade
O agricultural fields in excessive numbers and be regarded
as vermin. In addition, growing numbers have needed rescuing
after accidents such as collisions with cars and trains. Therefore,
we all need to think about how we can better coexist with these
beautiful birds.
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A red-crowned crane rescued after
an accident
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Red-crowned cranes
in an agricultural field
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Red-crowned cranes

along the middle reaches

of the Tokachi River
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What is the red-crowned crane?
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he red-crowned crane, a beautiful bird representing
T Hokkaido, Japan, is a special natural monument of Japan.
In Hokkaido, it lives predominantly in marshes and agricultural
areas in the eastern part of the island. In the Ainu language, this
bird is called Sarurun Kamuy, meaning the god of the marsh.
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The god of the marsh:
Sarurun Kamuy
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Aroost in the marsh
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Tokachi Ecology Park, Takahiro Nishioka, Keiji Hirosawa, Hisashi Yanagawa
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C hronology of the red-crowned crane: Nesting from early
March to mid-April; incubation from late March to mid-May

(about 35 days); nurturing of young from late April to mid-August
(about 100 days); living together as a family from late August to
late January; and separation of fledglings from parents from late
January to early April.
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A dancing pair in an agricultural field Ared-crowned crane
incubating her eggs in a zoo
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A parent crane and a chick A parent crane with two young birds
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he red-crowned crane lives exclusively in the Far East and
T is distributed in southeastern Russia, northeastern China,
and Hokkaido. There are about 3000 birds worldwide, of which
more than half live in eastern Hokkaido.

bEEDZ>FIviE. BRRFROEEZEICKOT—
BRI L TeEEZ SN IZEITHDRIE LTz, fhEk
EDRERICE O TEGRENFLIBZ. $91800PcBHVE
Lizh RETHREZICI>THRIRMFEIETE (VU) 1GE
EINTUVET,

The number of red-crowned cranes in Hokkaido decreased
alarmingly because of hunting in the Meiji period, and for a
while the birds were considered to be extinct. The population
has since increased year by year to nearly 1800 thanks to
conservation measures such as feeding; however, the
species is still designated as Vulnerable by the Ministry of the
Environment, Japan.
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The middle reaches
of the Tokachl River-New habitat
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A pair of cranes in a grassland
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lthough the distribution of breeding sites of red-crowned
A cranes is expanding from eastern Hokkaido (e.g. in
Tokachi, Kushiro, and Nemuro) to northern Hokkaido and the
Hidaka region, the birds’ wintering sites are still concentrated
in the Kushiro region. There are concerns that this concentration
of the population may cause the spread of infectious diseases
such as bird influenza, leading to mass deaths.




